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ative Container in 2001, was named 
preneur of the Year in 2004. 

,f phanage that is home to 56 young 
a men ages 6 to 18. The 127-acre 
s campus is located on U.S. 25, 
r about 20 miles south of down­
1­ town Greenville. . 

adorn has helped the Boys 
5 Home raise nearly $2 million 
e over the past two years, as part 
s of a campaign to fund the CARE 
I, facility. Completed in March, the 
'­ CARE facility provides medical 
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FREE Family Entertainment
 

Outdoors at the Peace Center Amphitheater
 

Every Wednesday. 7 to 9 pm. June 7 to August 30
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services, along with additional 
housing and education. 

The Boys Home needs just 
$28,000 to complete that proj­
ect, and adorn is among those 
seeking new ways to reach the 
finish line. 

"It's not a lot of fun, asking 
people for money," adorn says, 
''but somebody needs to raise 
money for these kids. The chil­
dren are ilillocent; they can't 
fight for themselves. 

"Every time I'm down there 
and see those boys without a fam­
ily," adorn says, his voice trailing 
off in mid-sentence. "I think, 
What if that was my son?" 

adorn became interested in 
the Boys Home through fellow 
board member John Ludwig, a 
former Furman University foot­
ball player he met through the 
Young Entrepreneurs Organiza­
tion. Ludwig chaired the cam­
paign to build the clinic, which 
opened in March, and recruited 
adorn for help. 

Looking past the last leg of the 
capital campaign, adorn hopes to 
use the restoration shop to raise 
funds for the orphanage. He's 
purchased a 1966 Mustang Mach 

PROFILE 
• Chad Odom is a Greenville 
native and a graduate of Christ 
Church Episcopal School and the 
University of South Carolina. He 
and wife Kelly have a 2-year-<>ld 
son, Sam. 

• Odom founded Innovative 
Container in 2001 and Palmetto 
Restorations in 2005. He was 
chosen the 2004 Manufacturing 
& Service Entrepreneur of the 
Year by Ernst & Young. 

• Odom serves on the board of 
directors at the Boys Home of 
the South, which serves 56 
young men in southern Greenville 
County. 

I that he plans to restore in the 
next year, with hopes of selling it 
at a classic muscle-car auction in 
late 2007 or early 2008. 

"Muscle cars are the hot 
thing," says adorn. 

They've been high on adorn's 
priority list since the summer of 
'83. At age 14, he purchased his 
first car - a 1966 six-cylinder 
Mustang coupe that had been 
resting for several years in a 
field. The car cost adorn $800, 
which he earned by working at 
Pickwick Pharmacy after school 
and during summer vacation, and 
triggered a lifelong affair. 

The pharmacy on Augusta 
Road, owned and operated by his 
father, was the source of valuable 
lessons as well as revenue. 

"My father really taught me 
the value of a dollar at an early 
age," says adorn, a graduate of 
Christ Church and the University 
of South Carolina. "In college, 
when other kids were running off 
to the beach, I was usually work­
ing to pay for a car or something I 
wanted for my car." 

A form of dyslexia made re.ad­
ing "a slow and painstaking pro­
cess" for adorn, a business major 
at USC. 

"I hated to read," adorn recalls. 
"I remember telling my teachers 
that I couldn't read well - but I 
could tell 'em anything they 
wanted to know about a '66 Mus­
tang." 

adorn marvels that son Sain, 
who will celebrate his third birth­
day in October, has shown a simi­
lar penchant for old cars. 

"He can already tell the d~er­
. ence between a Mustang and a 

Camara," Odom says. 

• City People writer Abe Hardesty can 
be reached at 298-4202. 


